IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT   OF   INDIA
of the physical world is symbolic. Atoms, electrons, protons, etc.,
are symbols, formulas: what they are in themselves we do not
know. Symbolic knowledge is mediate and indirect; what can
be directly and immediately known is only mind. Hence the stuff
of reality for immediate knowledge must be mental.
This account is a bird's-eye view of the whole history of
philosophy. In truth, if a history of idealism were to be attempted,
it would really be identical with the history of philosophy; for
all great constructive philosophies are idealistic, and realism
enters now and then only as a protest to check the idealistic
speculation, whenever its divergence from fact is felt. Without
being content to remain in opposition, whenever realism tries to
be constructive, it turns into idealism, as in the hands of White-
head. But philosophy is nothing if not a constructive system that
can comprehend the whole experience within it; and as only
idealism can be such a system, the history of philosophy is essen-
tially the history of idealism. The history of realism can only
be a history of protests and reactions. Thus we are led to support,
though for a somewhat different reason, what Hegel and Croce
held, namely, that every philosophy is idealistic, if not actually
idealism.
VII
GENERAL  DIRECTION   OF  ALL  IDEALISM
We have surveyed the course which what is called idealism in
the West has followed in history, and found that it assumed many
forms. Is there nothing common to all these, so that, in terms
of what is thus common, we can define idealism? Even if idealism
is a tendency and not a fixed theory, what is its direction?
Platonic idealism interpreted reality in terms of Ideas, which are
really ideals. But these are also called concepts; and they are
concepts of the human mind, though said to exist in a heavenly
sphere. They are ideals of things as the human mind understands
them. It is the motif of Plato's philosophy that the ideal of our
reason is a reality in which the form of the Good is the central
principle; so that we see purpose running through the whole of
reality. It is what satisfies human beings as ethical personalities.>-
At the beginning of modern philosophy, idealism appeared as
merely epistemological. But had it remained merely epistemologi-
cal, it would have lost much of its sublimity and attractiveness,
which almost all great men felt towards it. It lifted men above
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